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surpass us, are destroyed by the Enthusiasm of Humanity;
but it creates a new bitterness, which displays itself on
occasions where before the mind had reposed in a bene-
volent calm. It creates an intolerant anger against all
who do wrong to human beings, an impatience of selfish
enjoyment, a vindictive enmity to tyrants and oppressors,
a bitterness against sophistry, superstition, self-complacent
heartless speculation, an irreconcilable hostility to every
form of imposture, such as the uninspired, inhumane
soul could never entertain. And though Christ ao
understood his own special mission as to refrain from all
acts of hostility or severity towards human beings, yet
in the Christian view, which connects acts so closely
with instinctive impulses, an act must be right which is
dictated by a right impulse, and there will be cases when
the Christian will hold it his duty to inflict pain.

What is called the Middle Age may be described as
the period of Christian barbarism; that is, it was the
time when genuine Christian impulses were combined
with the greatest intellectual rudeness. But as impulse
is commonly strong where intellect is dormant, we may
note the working of Christian feeling more easily in
the Middle Age than in the Modern Time. Now it is
in the Middle Age that we meet with wars of reli-
gion, and with capital punishments for speculative error.
Intellectually considered both were frightful mistakes.
The Enthusiasm of Humanity, enlightened by a com-
plete view of the facts, would not have dictated either.
But it was the want of enlightenment, not the want of
Christian humanity, that made it possible for men to com-
mit these mistakes. Those Syrian battle-fields where so
many Crusaders committed ' their pure souls unto their